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THE BROOK GREEN ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER

AUTUMN 2009 
DIARY DATES
- BGA carol singing:  Denis Moriarty has again volunteered to conduct our group of singers on Monday 14th December, 5.30 – 7 p.m. at Hammersmith Broadway District/Piccadilly underground station.  We collected £260 last year and hope to top that in 2009 – in aid of the Masbro Centre.  Singers – please contact Ainslie Johnston bgaphoenix@ainsliejohnston.com or 7603 6096

- Christmas Attic Sale, St. Matthews’s Church, Sinclair Road:  Saturday 21st November, 11 a.m. – 3.00 p.m.
- Music at St. Paul’s Girls’ School, Brook Green:  Autumn Soirée Musicale Tuesday 24th November – programme includes large-scale choirs, orchestras & bands, chamber ensembles;  Carol Service Wednesday 9th December – mince pies followed by carols and readings;  Christmas Concerts Tuesday 15th & Wednesday 16th December – featuring a one-act opera “The Little Match Girl”, performances by the symphony and chamber orchestras and concert band.  All concerts start at 7 p.m. in the Great Hall, and are unticketed.  If you require further information, contact the music administrator 7605 4812.
- St. Paul’s Girls’ School – lecture by Dr. Howard Bailes, the school’s archivist and author of its official history:  Tuesday 2nd February 2010, 7 p.m. Tickets £5.  For information/booking form, contact Charlotte Buswell 7605 4815 or charlotte.buswell@spgs.org
PLAYBUILDER PLANS FOR THE GREEN
Many of you either will have attended or at least been aware of our Playbuilder consultation** with children and adults on Brook Green on 1st October.  The leaflet delivered to many local homes explained what the scheme is intended to achieve.   Since the leaflet was printed, the timetable for this project has accelerated considerably.  There has been disquiet in certain quarters concerning what is actually planned for Brook Green (rest assured, the kickabout area is not about to be concreted over).and your committee and the council are fully aware of concerns about late night noise arising from inappropriate use of the Green and playground.  We would like to point out that the BGA is only one of a group of stakeholders in this scheme and it is the council which is ultimately responsible for any decisions reached.
See a summary of the current position overleaf: 
Background

- Funding is available, part of which needs to be spent by March 2010

- The intention is to improve facilities for 8-13 year olds particularly, but a range of other features is being considered

Timetable and consultation
- A landscape architect has just been appointed and proposals will be presented in early December
- They will be displayed in Hammersmith Library
- There are opportunities for you to give feedback after viewing the proposals.  However, if you would like to give any suggestions or views beforehand, please feel free to do so

- Positive, imaginative suggestions and comments are particularly welcome.  Contact:  esix@btconnect.com or alexandra.gethin@btinternet.com
** Not directly connected to the Playbuilder consultation but arising from conversations on the Green with local dog-owners about the dog-exercise area, we have pointed out to the council that (a) many dog-owners do not like the current surface (which we were originally promised would be compacted to present a smooth surface) and (b) without the close mesh netting previously installed alongside the metal railings, small dogs can and do escape and thus cannot be let off the lead.  We intend to keep plugging these points until we see some action.  

BGA COMMUNITY AWARD 2009

Your committee has decided on the winners of this year’s award (£1000 from the BGA supplemented by donations from Bective Leslie Marsh and the Halcrow Group) and Catherine Ostler, editor of Tatler (and a Brook Green local) will be presenting the prizes on 2nd December at 7 p.m.  If anyone would like to join in applauding our extremely worthwhile winners, please contact Ainslie Johnston bgaphoenix@ainsliejohnston.com or 7603 6096.
PLANNING UPDATE
- French School 59 Brook Green:  The Ecole Jacques Prevert has recently submitted a planning application to build a two-storey extension with rooftop playground above the Aynhoe Road entrance to the sheltered housing block Planetree Court.  This proposal has caused considerable disquiet to nearby residents and they will be making their own objections known to the council.  Your committee has also given detailed consideration to this application and has written to oppose it on the grounds of over-development.  We believe the scheme is too large for the tight site, and the development is too close to Planetree Court.  We are concerned about the increase in pupil numbers (from 250 to 310) and consequent increase in traffic.   At dropping off and picking up times the local roads are already heavily congested with existing pupil numbers.   The council is due to make its decision in mid-December.

- old Palais site:  As many of you will already have read in H & F News, the council has turned down the planning application to build a student accommodation block.  Unfortunately this means the frontage will continue to be a major eyesore and we are asking the council to push the site owners to clean it up.

- Earls Court and West Kensington regeneration:  if you would like to read more about plans for this huge area, go to www.yourearlscourt.com
BROOK GREEN SHRUB BEDS
You may have noticed two patches of dug-up ground (approximately 8 x 4 metres) in the grassed area at the eastern end of Brook Green closest to Hammersmith Road.   In the next few weeks, the council will be planting these with shrubs (viburnum opulus, choisya aztec pearl and daphne mezerum) to brighten this otherwise rather dull spot.  These varieties have been chosen as best suited to the area, low maintenance and having attractive flowering seasons.

HOLES IN THE ROAD
LBHF is negotiating with other boroughs and the utility companies because in future utilities will not be able to dig holes in the road at will but must first have a permit from the relevant local authority.  In applying for a permit they must state duration of the work, agree the times of day they can work, say how they will do the job, leave the area as it was and take account of the people affected by the work.  The borough charges a fee for the permit and can challenge how long a job takes.    Let’s see if we can notice any difference but it certainly sounds a step in the right direction.

RECYCLING
While we are all doing our best to increase our domestic recycling, we asked the council what local businesses did with their waste.  We heard that local business tax does not include waste collection (businesses must make their own arrangements) and it is therefore difficult for the council to enforce recycling.  Residents can help by asking pubs and restaurants in particular what their recycling policy is and encourage them to do so.  

OLYMPIA HEAVY TRAFFIC

Olympia Exhibition Centre anticipates extra heavy traffic around the venue during the London International Horse Show 14th – 21st December.
DAVID BENNETTS, RIP

We regret to announce the death of David Bennetts on Saturday 14th November.   David joined the Brook Green Association in 1987 and served as the Association’s Treasurer for seven years to 1999.  Since then he has acted as Independent Examiner of our annual accounts.
YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS

Each month we are adding to our email circulation list which helps to keep you more speedily informed of local issues.  If you have not already signed up, please do so now by emailing your preferred email address for BGA communications to bgaphoenix@ainsliejohnston.com.  
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