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THE BROOK GREEN ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER

SPRING 2010
Please bring this newsletter to the AGM to use as an agenda

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Date and time: Tuesday, 23rd March 2010 starting at 7 p.m. (ending approx. 9.30 p.m.)
Venue:  Holy Trinity Parish Centre, Brook Green (next to Catholic church, Brook Green)
Refreshments:  the evening will end with wine and sandwiches – 8.45 p.m.

Main topic:  A 2020 VISION FOR BROOK GREEN.  Between now and the late summer, the BGA plans to develop a community-wide ten year vision for the Green that can feed into LBHF plans.  At the meeting John Higgins will explain the background to this and the way in which such a vision can be developed.  There will be short talks by four to six “champions” of particular views, inviting members to join them in this work.

As this is likely to lead to lively discussion, we have re-arranged the order of the meeting, taking the more routine matters first.

For background to the subject of play facilities on the Green, refer to page 2; for an update on the imminent alterations to equipment in the playground, see pages 2/ 3. 
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – TUESDAY 23rd MARCH 2010
Notice is hereby given of the Annual General Meeting of the Brook Green Association to be held at Holy Trinity Parish Centre on Tuesday 23rd March 2010 to consider:

· Minutes of the last AGM on 24th March 2009

· Annual accounts and treasurer's report for 2009
· Committee members’ reports

· 2020 Vision for Brook Green

· Members’ questions and answers

· Election of committee members – see notes below

Election of committee members

· We will send out a briefing note in early March before the AGM updating you on committee elections and including a few lines about those who are standing.

· If you wish to stand for election**, you need to notify the secretary in writing not less than 21 days before the AGM and your nomination must be proposed and seconded by a fully paid-up BGA member.
· If you wish to propose any motion at the AGM, please let the secretary know not later than 26th February; we can then include it in the briefing note.
** In what areas would the BGA like more pairs of hands?
· Traffic, highways

· Social events secretary

· New member recruitment

· A person with good PR skills

Your committee looks forward to welcoming as many members as possible to this meeting – it offers an ideal opportunity for you to air your views and concerns about your local area.
If you would like an advance copy of the 2009 AGM minutes, please contact the secretary at bgaphoenix@ainsliejohnston.com or 7603 6096

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs)

A list of FAQs will be circulated shortly to members on our email list, and will be put on our website in early March.

BACKGROUND NOTES TO THE PLAYBUILDER SCHEME 
As many of you are aware, during December and January there has been some lively controversy about play facilities on the Green.

Many parents, carers and children would like to see the rather crowded play facilities on the Green expanded.  Some of those whose houses overlook the Green and others with a conservation viewpoint say ‘please keep things as they are – albeit well maintained.’ 

The committee’s views – December 2009
The views of the committee are summarised in a two page voting summary which was emailed with our December 2009 monthly update

· We favour a limited expansion of play facilities, especially for younger children
· We think some play space for younger children can be provided in the area south of the tennis courts (i.e. between tennis courts and Luxemburg Gardens) which is under-used at present
· The area in between this and the existing playground – where the groundsman’s yard and the lavatories are - needs to be rethought

· The west green and the kickabout area should not be encroached upon.

This was our formal input to LBHF on 8th December.

The diverse and vigorous responses to the design schemes which LBHF has displayed have convinced us of the need to create a community-wide “2020 vision for the Green” – see the main agenda item for the AGM.
BROOK GREEN PLAYBUILDER UPDATE
LBHF published its ‘final approved plan’ for Brook Green on its website on 27th January (see www.lbhf.gov.uk/parks).  Whilst all the play features continue to be exclusively in the existing playground, there have been a number of changes since the last version on which we were asked to comment.  

Good features:

· improved segregation between the different age groups

· three new items of play equipment

Concerns:

· a significant amount of money will be spent relocating existing items (to achieve better segregation); could these costs be reduced?

· there is less space between items of equipment, particularly around the central climbing frame, which may cause congestion at peak times

· Insufficient benches

We have asked LBHF to put up a notice board in or near the playground in February so users can be kept informed about the plan, the timetable for construction and other related matters. We are told that work will commence in early March and that it is likely to continue through the Easter holidays.

We remain hopeful that the ‘final approved plan’ represents an interim position and that some further enhancements to play facilities can be achieved, as part of a fully-consulted programme, once the local elections have taken place.  If you have comments, please either email LBHF direct (rob.kelly@lbhf.gov.uk) or the BGA (alexandra.gethin@btinternet.com or esix@btconnect.com). 

GREEN MATTERS

Brook Green trees:  In conjunction with LBHF, we plan to plant five Acer Platanoides 'Columnar' (Norway Maple) outside the Halcrow Building on Brook Green.  Trial pits will be dug in the next two weeks.  If these prove satisfactory, planting should follow quickly after this.  Halcrow Group Ltd and Winkworth Estate Agents are providing the funding for the project.  We are most grateful for their considerable contributions to this project.

 

Shepherds Bush end of Richmond Way:  LBHF’s Parks and Culture department is discussing the improvement of this area by planting some 'robust and architecturally interesting' plants against the end wall.  It is a site which been in need of a facelift for quite a while.

BROOK GREEN MAINTENANCE
LBHF has promised to improve the surface of the dog exercise area with well-compacted larger size gravel.  Let’s hope that this will make a noticeable difference.  We have also been promised a replacement for the missing seat.  However, despite our frequent pleas for a close mesh netting lining to the existing railings, the council is resolutely against this idea.  Re-seeding of the sparse areas in the kickabout area has been promised during March.

PLANNING UPDATE
The Town Hall project is on hold due to the current economic climate.  However, the design work to 'Hammersmith Square' (the current preferred name for the new King Street piazza) is continuing. The draft £1m scheme has been earmarked for the Mayor of London's Great Spaces award.  A planning application will be made later this year.
 

After a public inquiry in July, the 'G-gate scheme' received planning approval in December 2009. The go-ahead allows the construction of a ten storey, 259 room apart-hotel with 70 sq metres of retail on the ground floor adjacent to the Olympia Exhibition centre.
 

Following strong local opposition, the planning application for a proposed extension to the Jacques Prevert school on Brook Green was withdrawn in December 2009.
LOCAL EVENTS – MUSIC AND ARTS FESTIVAL

- Music at St. Paul’s Girls’ School:  Tuesday 23rd February 7pm: Concert of Language and Song - a collaboration between the music and modern languages departments Tuesday 23rd March 7pm: Spring Concert - featuring solos by the outgoing St Paul's music scholars, as well as performances by the Senior Choir, Symphony Orchestra and Chamber Orchestra.  Neither concert is ticketed.  If you require further information, please contact the music administrator on 020 7605 4812 or musicadmin@spgs.org.

- Godolphin & Latymer School Arts Festival:  22nd – 26th February.  Speakers include Lord Patten of Barnes, William Boyd, and Andrew Marr.  For further information, go to www.godolphinandlatymer.com  and follow the link or contact the development office on 8735 9550.
BGA COMMUNITY AWARD 2009

The prizes for the 2009 award were presented on 2nd December.  The first prize of £1000 went to St. Simon’s Rockley Road for their various community initiatives.  The second and third prizes (thanks to donations from Bective Leslie Marsh and the Halcrow Group) went to Hammersmith Community Gardens Association and the Kiloran Trust.  2010 will be the third and final year of this community award – we are always on the lookout for likely beneficiaries so if you have know of any group in the Brook Green area doing something new for the benefit of the local community, John Higgins higginsboot@bulldog.home would be happy to hear from you.  

CAROL SINGING RESULT

The Masbro Centre was most grateful for our contribution of £213.10 which the centre is putting towards its summer outings for older people.  Thank you to all who participated, especially conductor Denis Moriarty.
BGA OCCASIONAL LECTURES
Our first lecture given by David Whitehouse QC last November was a resounding success.  We are now considering speakers and topics for future events and the secretary bgaphoenix@ainsliejohnston.com or 7603 6096 would welcome any suggestions you may have.  There are many interesting people in our area with fascinating stories to tell but flushing them out is not always so easy.
WASTE AND RECYCLING
Most households now take a lot of trouble to sort their waste, but alas this is not so for businesses.  Waste from pubs, clubs, schools and restaurants in West London is almost all moved by lorry to landfill sites in the Home Counties. Glass bottles and cabbage stalks are buried side by side.

The London Waste and Recycling Board was established by Boris Johnson to stimulate change, and a committee member attended their first stakeholder event on 14th January 2010.  Applications for grants had been invited by March 2009. 

A committee member proposed a shared composting facility in Dukes Meadows to serve six sports clubs (golf tennis rowing etc) for their catering waste.  

A glass recycling proposal was submitted.  Managers of pubs and restaurants may visit www.smashgrab.co.uk for information on a compact glass crusher ‘behind the bar’ now available  which allows glass to be efficiently handled and sent for recycling quietly without waking the neighbours at 6 a.m.  Those interested in disposal of material excavated from basements will be pleased to learn that (imminently) material can be taken to a depot nearby with the clay being moved on by rail, and the Thames ballast washed and graded and re-used for concrete.

The BGA committee will press for more recycling by businesses in 2010.

YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS

With certain matters, such as the Brook Green playground and critical planning applications, moving so fast, plus news of local lectures/concerts, the benefit of belonging to our monthly email group must be obvious.  Sign up now, if you have not already done so, by emailing your preferred email address for BGA communications to bgaphoenix@ainsliejohnston.com
PAGE  
4

_1138378934

