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THE BROOK GREEN ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER

SUMMER 2009
BROOK GREEN – CURRENT IMPROVEMENTS AND FUTURE PLANS 

Those of you who attended our AGM in March (see p. 2) will have heard in detail about the council’s plans for the current improvements to Brook Green and you will all have seen for yourselves what has been achieved.  We are sure you are pleased with the results so far.  There remain a few outstanding works, including the installation of new bins and signage and some more seeding in the autumn of the bald patches in the kickabout area.  Those committee members directly concerned with the Green and playground have built a strong relationship with LBHF staff and in the coming months we shall be discussing with them suggestions for on-going improvements.  One particular project is to promote natural and adventurous play opportunities for 8 – 13 year-olds for which substantial government funding is available.  The committee has co-opted Alex Gethin (alexandra.gethin@btinternet.com) to assume responsibility for the playground, including the Playbuilder scheme.  Watch out for consultation events in September/early October.
The Green is a much loved and valued area in our midst.  Please help to keep it in good order by referring any problems you may notice to the relevant committee member (contact details on p. 3)

PLANNING UPDATE

Those members who expressed earlier concern at the application to erect an illuminated hoarding on a corner wall facing Brook Green and/or did not welcome the proposal to convert the old Nomis Studios in Sinclair Road into post-graduate student accommodation for Imperial College will be glad to know that both applications have been rejected by the council.

Turning to a current eyesore in the Shepherds Bush Road, the old Palais site, there is now a proposal by the developers London & Regional Properties to develop this site as student accommodation (450 units) for Imperial College's three sites at South Kensington, Charing Cross and Hammersmith Hospitals.  Notice of a public exhibition to illustrate the proposals and seek the views of the locals came too late to inform BGA members (other than those on our email list).   The developers gave a presentation to the BGA committee on 6th July; we are generally in favour of the scheme but concerned at the height, particularly of the rear block.  We shall be looking very closely at the detailed planning application once this has made to LBHF (currently the intention is to lodge the application during July).

We have also been informed of a proposal to extend the French school on Brook Green by building a bridge across the Aynhoe Road entrance to the Planetree Court sheltered housing car park.  The occupants of Planetree Court are naturally concerned about the implications of this proposal and we are investigating the details.  To our knowledge, no formal planning application has yet been made.  

POLICE CONTACT DETAILS AND FORTHCOMING SNT SURGERIES

Frankie McAllister has compiled a useful table for you to keep handy:
	Description
	Number or Website
	Hours
	Address

	Emergencies

Any emergency or incident currently in progress
	999
	24 / 7
	

	Central number for reporting crimes that are not emergencies or for contacting 

the police station
	0300 123 1212
	24 / 7
	

	Addison Safer

Neighbourhood Team
	020 8246 2798

020 8721 2826

Addison.SNT@met.police.UK
	Various – work in shifts
	252 Uxbridge Rd

W12 7JB

	Avonmore & Brook Green Safer Neighbourhood Team


	0208 246 2399

07894 33 281

avonmore.brookgreen.SNT@met.police.uk
	Various – work in shifts
	Osram Court

182 Shepherds Bush Rd

W6 7PF

	For general Information, contact details and crime statistics, SNT updates etc.


	www.met.police.uk/teams/

hammersmithandfulham/

(insert relevant Safer Neighbourhood Team as above)/


	n/a
	

	Neighbourhood Watch


	www.nhw-hammersmithandfulham.org.uk
or www.met.police.uk/
saferneighbourhoods
	n/a
	

	Senior Police Personnel within H&F


	Borough Commander Kevin Hurley 0208 246 2402

Chief Inspector Elaine Van-Orden 0208 246 2778
	Office

Hrs
	

	Crimestoppers

For anonymous reporting 
	0800 555 111
	
	Crimestoppers are an independent charity


Street Briefings/Public Meetings

Avonmore & Brook Green:  Marcus Garvey Park 7.00 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. 5th August, and 2nd September

Addison:  Shepherds Bush Police Station 30th September 7.00 p.m. to 8.00 p.m.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2009

We held our well-attended 2009 AGM on 24th March at Addison Youth Club (with our thanks to Jane Earle for making the club premises available).  The speaker was Rob Kelly, LBHF Parks Development Manager.  The formal business of the evening followed, with adoption of 2008 accounts, approval of 2008 minutes, a brief update by committee members and a wide-ranging question-and-answer session on matters of local concern.  If you would like a fuller report of the AGM, you can obtain the draft minutes from Ainslie Johnston – 020 7603 6096 or bgaphoenix@bga.myzen.co.uk.

To help you make direct contact with the correct committee member, their names and responsibilities are listed below:

Chairman


Edmund Sixsmith

esix@btconnect.com
Secretary


Ainslie Johnston

bgaphoenix@bga.myzen.co.uk
Treasurer


Julian Johnston

julian.johnston@btopenworld.com
Brook Green


Evan Llewellyn

evan.jill@btinternet.com
Brook Green playground
Alex Gethin


alexandra.gethin@btinternet.com
Brook Green trees

Bill Flatau


Bill@harveyspackfield.co.uk
Community award

John Higgins


higginsboot@bulldoghome.com
Planning


Michael Burrowes

mbassocs@btinternet.com
Police & SNT liaison
Frankie McAllister

fmca@cropperandco.com
Street cleaning/recycling
Vicki Botwood

v.botwood@sky.com
Trees & planting

Evangeline Karn

evangelinekarn@AOL.com
TREES AND GREENING

The street tree wardens will be undertaking their reports and minor tree care on their allocated streets during the next two months; their collated reports will be discussed with LBHF arboriculturist, Gavin Simmons, in the autumn.  New wardens are always welcome - if you are interested in joining the team, please contact Evangeline Karn (evangelinekarn@AOL.com or 020 7602 0554)
Bill Flatau and Evangeline met Gavin Simmons in June to discuss the trees on Brook Green and future tree planting plans for the Green.  A coherent planting plan will be developed with an emphasis on planting appropriate trees and their long term maintenance in this important space.  They also discussed the Mayor of London’s Tree Planting Scheme as it affects the southeast entrance to the Green.  The BGA will be applying for a grant from the Mayor as well as looking for local matching funding to plant trees outside the Halcrow building (previously occupied by EMI and currently being refurbished).  Some additional autumn bulb planting is also being considered at the south east end of the Green

Finally, a plea from Evangeline – when the weather is hot and dry, please could you help by watering any young street trees in your vicinity.
AUTUMN SOCIAL EVENT
It is our intention to start a series of talks on topics of interest, open not only to BGA members but also to the wider public.  The first, by David Whitehouse QC, is scheduled for November.  Watch out for more details in the early autumn.  

RUBBISH COLLECTION

We have queried with LBHF the recently instituted charge of £15 for special collections of large items.  The council has told us that the increasing cost of sending rubbish to landfill has forced it to make this charge – at least it compares reasonably favourably with the charges applied by neighbouring boroughs. 
Now that household rubbish and recycling are collected simultaneously, LBHF’s waste department is doing its best to ensure that bags are loaded into the correct section of the lorry at the time of collection.  Should you notice any blatant mis-loading, Vicky Botwood would like to receive details of date/time/place (v.botwood@sky.com).

Following a point raised at the AGM regarding a shortage of rubbish bins in the Shepherds Bush Road, Addison Ward’s Cllr Tobias walked the route, made siting recommendations and several new bins have since been installed.    
BGA COMMUNITY AWARD 2009
This is the second year for our community prize, to be awarded in the autumn, and we already have several candidates under consideration.  However, it is not too late to add to their number so if you are aware of any initiative which fits our brief (to acknowledge and celebrate any school, church or voluntary group of any sort doing something new for the good of the local community) John Higgins (higginsboot@bulldoghome.com) would be happy to hear from you.
SUMMER SALES AND FETES

There will be an attic sale at St. Matthew’s Church, Masbro Road on Saturday 18th July, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. including tombola, cakes, organ recital, children's activities;  entry 50p, children free.   Following that, the Chinese Church on Brook Green is holding its summer fete on Saturday 1st August, 1 p.m. – 5 p.m.
LONDON OPEN HOUSE

Many of you enjoy the opportunity afforded by London Open House weekend to visit buildings otherwise closed to the public.  This year the dates are 19th/20th September – for information about volunteering as a guide or steward, please email admin@openhouse.org.uk with your full details and VOLUNTEER in subject field.
A LOCAL JOB OPPORTUNITY

LBHF’s electoral services are now recruiting for committed people to join the team for the annual votes registration canvass starting in September.  The work is paid and full training is provided for those without experience.  For information and to apply:   electoral.servicesrecruit@lbhf.gov.uk or 020 8735 4466
YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS
Many of you are already on the secretary’s email list, which is an ideal way of keeping you informed of current topics.  There are several issues, e.g. the Palais planning application, play opportunities for older children, which you may well wish to hear about as they develop.  If you are not already on the circulation list and would like to join, contact Ainslie Johnston bgaphoenix@bga.myzen.co.uk
We hope you all enjoy the rest of the summer – the BGA committee has August off and resumes its meetings on 7th September.
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